CROSSROADS INCORPORATED: A Step Toward Permanence

Background. When gay liberation first began in Madison in

1969 as the Madison Alliance for Homosexual Equality, the group
met weekly in St. Francis House zm@ for discussions and programs.,

related to issues of & sexuality.
Zrd This was the extent of its internal work. Externally, it

conducted panels and symposiunms, breaking important ground in the
community.
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These activities had the result of drawing gay activists toward

the larger movement for social change on the UW campus. Internally,
LA
discussions of smexuality and society led a deswme segment of MAHE

to connect its interests with the intersts of other groups which
allied
were struggling to combat patitivaixwepressiwr various forms of
military, racial, 4
domination-- peilwvweady educational, and economic as well as sexual,
Externally, the visible organization and activism of MAHE made
other aEik aEXIXIEX groups take notice and reach out to it for
help in projects of common interest. VV\#\b{G XDf\j
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The change in name from Madison Allisnce for Homosexual

in late 1970
Bquality i‘o Madison Gay Liberation Front simzgax B‘xg)nam&}:tBX‘hhm
‘e

- xtormarnd AL,

; t2 major shiféy-beth internallsinie
Internally it indicated that that goal was not merely for egual

rights for homosexualsi within the status quo, but a deep repudiation
Crin Cf3éa,
of oppressive sex roles and the development of a—free and gentle

consciousness which could permi§ the grogfh of humen r§l9t£?nships ok
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on a basis of love xkam rather than powerszxternaliy, Gay Liberation i; ”
&’.
indicated that according to its analysis of sexuality and society -

£

such goals could only be realized in the context of radical social

change; that sexual domination could not be dissolved so long as



