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SB 233 - Rape Revision Legislation 

February 3, 1976 

The Assembly Judiciary Committee surfaced several questions 
concerning Senate Bill 233 at its meeting last week. This memo 
will briefly elucidate the rationale for inclusion of the questioned 
questions. If further clarification is desired, I will be pleased 
to assist. 

1. First, concerning the question of why one needs to include 
sexual contact as well as sexual intercourse. There are many 
other crimes of sexual degradation that do not involve inter­
course which must be included. 

Fellatio, insertion of a Coca Cola bottle or other object into 
the vagina, and sexual assault by individuals who are impotent 
or unable to penetrate are examples of criminal sexual contact 
which would be included as offenses if this bill was limited 
to nonconsentual intercourse. Criminal sexual contact will 
also cover various types of homosexual attack. 

The problem with the crime of rape today is that it does fail 
to adequately cover other acts of sexual assault besides simple 
penetration. Exclusion of criminal sexual contact from this 
bill would put us back to the state of the rape law in Wisconsin. 

2. The second question relates to the issue of admitting as evidence 
the victim's past sexual conduct. The bill as it stands pro­
vides that any evidence concerning the complaining witness' 
prior sexual conduct or opinions of the witness' prior sexual 
conduct and reputation as to prior sexual conduct shall not be 
admitted in evidence except in the following instances: 
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a. Evidence of the complaining witness' past conduct with the 
defendent. 

b. Evidence of showing source or origin of semen. 

c. Evidence of prior untruthful allegations of sexual assault. 

Any attempt to change this evidenciary section to allow as 

evidence the victim's past sexual conduct would seem to be 

founded on some illogical thinking that a woman's sexual 

conduct has some relationship to her willingness to tell the 

truth. It is fallacious to equate a person's sexual conduct 

with his credibility. There is no equating the fact that a 

person had sexual relations ten times during the past ten months 

with -that person telling the truth or not. However, that is 

exactly what any change in the evidenciary section would do. 

What sexual conduct has to do with credibility is beyond me. 

Incidentally, nothing in this bill changes the burden of proof. 

The burden of proof in a criminal case is always on the State 

of Wisconsin. The burden of proof is that each and every 

element 0£ the offense must be proved beyond a reasonable 

doubt or the defendant must be found not guilty. If in fact 

there are four elements in a given crime and the jury is 

satisfied that three of the elements have been proved beyond 

a reasonable doubt and they have a reasonable doubt on the 

fourth, their verdict must be not guilty. This bill does 

absolutely nothing to change that. 

3. Lastly, concerning the issue of why one should be responsibl e 

for conveying pregnancy or venereal disease in a criminal 
sexual assault if the conveyance was not intended. 

Any person should be held responsibile for his illegal and 

improprietous acts--a concept alrea~y generally accepted under 

law. For example, the arsonist or bomber is held responsible 

for deaths resulting from his crime of arson or bombing, re­

gardless of his stated intent. Similarly, lesser crimes such 

as bodily injury or mental anguish are given redress, the former 

with heavier penalties to the convicted, the latter with lesser 
penalties. 

Further, pregnancy and venereal disease are inseparable from 

the act of sexual intercourse, in or outside the law, unless 

precautions are taken. The violent act and the physiological 

results are thus inextricably linked and part of the same 

crime. To argue otherwise is to continue to indulge in the 

time-worn and arbitrary distinction between "crimes of im­
morality" and other crimes. 
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Bepresentative Lloyd Barbee 
State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Dear Representative Barbee, 

I wish to co-::::::1end you on proposing Assembly Bill 269 however, I cannot understand 
vhy all these different kinds of items are lump ed together . I suggest you divide the 
• ed V issues present . 
1. I do not support the view that the age of consent should be reduced to age 14. It 
should be age 18 for both 1:1en and women . 
2 . Hove-ver, the folloving statutes should be 1·ep,ealed: 

944.22 Possession o~ lewd.~ . matter . 
944. 23 Obscene pictures 
9lil; .25 Exposit~ minors to harmful mat,erie.ls. 
94Q,15 Fornication 
91,;!i .16 Adu.ltery-
9h4.1~ Sexual pe..-.-version 
9114 .20 Lew and lascivious behaviour. (Repeal at l .east itei:i #3) 
9,bl ,21 Levd pictures and performances. 
9~4. 30 Eli:!!linste prostitution as a crime as well as the following: 

3. ¢4.31, 94!:..32> 9!i4 .33, 944.3~, 9~4.35, etc. 
l; . Do a:J.ow first cousins to marry. 
5. Se:para~e out hoc.asexual marriage as a separate item. 

':nese are excellent statutes to get off the books but each ite:x must be kept 

separate. Othennse it looks like a political move to propose them knowing the act 
·.n.1.1 not be approved . 

I do hope the statutes mentioned ;.rill be repeal.ed.. 
I don't think l.esbians and homosexuals should rnarry until our divorce laws are 

changed. Tbere should be no-fault divorce and alim.ony should be canpletely elmi­
nated as it is in Pennsylvania. Present divorce lavs make any marriage a I:'.ockery. 

Please follov through on seriously attempting to change these statutes. 

Cordially, 

hibles, Chain::an Philosophy Dept . 

H.W. MacDonald
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Mr. IJ.oyd Barbee, 
Assemblyman 
152 V. Wi sconsin Avenue, 
Milwaukee, Wi 53203 

Kr. Barbee, 

It is my understanding that the Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing 
on Monday, Marc• t Bon ~ssembly Bill269, which proposes changes in 
the state statutes re: morality laws, etc. Since I vill ~ not be alle 
tlo be present, let me give my opinion and raise some questions in this way. 

1. Persons of the same sex would be permitted to marry. I favor such a 
statutory change. 

2. Persons nearer of kin than second cousins would be permitted to marry. 
A question from one who knows nothing about biology: Is the probability 

n not quite high that children resiUting from such allnion would be 
physically and/orlmentally deformed? 

3. The prohibition abainst the advertisement of contraceptives would 
be repealed. Yes/I It's long overdue! 

4. All obscenity laws would be reptealed. I regret that I do not know 
what our obscenity laws arel However, while it does seem rather 
difficlut to legis~at~e in this area to the satisfaction of the 
wide variety of moralities in our culture, it would also seem that 
we could come to some conclusion about what is absolutely intoleralle 
obscenity in our society! 

5. All abortion laws woild be repee.a.ed. Even laws which provide public 
funds for abortions for low-income and or indigent persons? 

6. The age of consent would be reduced from 18 to 14. Absolutely notl 
Youth of 14-17, on the average, do not have the maturity they need 
to deci de carefully such a highly emotive matter! 

7. The maximum penalty for ••• rape ••• to 5 years. I don't know what to 
think. I would like to hear the arguments pro and con. 

8. Criminal penalties for incest would be removed, etc. As in 7. 

9. All lawe against prostitution wolld be repealed... A good, ideal 

10; All laws prohibiting consensual sexual acts ••• Sorry to be so 
ignorant, but what are "consensual sexual acts"? 

Thanks for listening! / /4~// ' 9/ '" 1 ?/.~,t'✓-L-- K 
0--: /c.- en 

401 WEST MAIN STREET - .STOUGHTON, WISCONSIN 
Gelhaus, Pa8tor 
- 53589 

1'( 
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Rep. Lloyd Barbee 
Chairperson, Judiciary Committee 
State .lsl!lembl:, 
Ma'dieon , Wil!I. 

Dear Mr . Barbee : 

2124 Blake ~venue 
Racine , Wie . 53404 

8 Maroh JJ,n6 

I wish to register my support for Bouse Bill 269, which I understand 
would legal.ize all sexual acts between consenting adults and would also 
ofticia-1ly recognize homosexual marriage-a-. I hope- that the obiservatiorus 
below ?laJ' assist your committee in its deliberations and may help to 
persuade the oom.ai.ttee to re0-ommend "do pass" on this bill. I am writing 
both a,s_ a professor of psychology (at ~Earle.side) with profesrlonal 
interest~ in the are~ of sexual behavior, and as a Iong-time member of 
the J:me.rican Civil Liberties Union with a concern to maintain and er­
tend civil libertiea. 

One reason for legalizing a ll. sexual acts- between consenting adults- is 
that at ];!resent a large ma jority o! American adults engage in sexual acts , 
with mutual consent, that are subject to crimi.nal penaltiea if our anach­
ronistic anti-sexual. laws were enforced. For example, survey studiee 
(beginning with that of Kinsey) have repeatedly found that about three­
fourths- (more or less) of ma.mes surveyed have reported engaging in sexual 
intercourse prior to marriage, and about half of ~emalea surveyed have 
reported the same. Similarly, about one-third of adult men report having 
had at least one homosexual experience to the point of orga.8m, and about 
one-fifth o! adult women report this. About 8% of adult oen report having 
been exclusively homosexual for three years or more, and about 4% report 
exclusively homosexuality throughtout their adult lives; the percentages 
for women are substantially lower. Again , about 6o% of college-educa ted 
married conplee report practicing oral-genital sexual activ1ties, although 
such acts are subject to criminal penalties by the law~ etill on the books 
in many states. Surveys suggest that from half to three-fourths of adult 
men , and about one-fourth of adult women, who are married engage in ertra­
aarital serua.l relations. 

Is it desirable to retain on our statute books laws which define rus crim­
inals, subject to severe penalties, the vast majority of J:merican adul.ts 
who repeatedly violate thoee laws? Does thie breed respect for the law? 
Even if the number of violators were small, woul.d it be desirable to 
outlaw and subject to criminal. penalties acts which are engaged in by 
mutual consent and which harm noone -- and which , in fact, are reported 
by the participants to increase their satisfaction, well-being, and love 
for eaoh other~ (One might deplore extramarital sexua1 behavior :!or often 
making the absent partner unhappy; but when so large a percentage of the 

H.W. MacDonald
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Rep. Lloyd Barbee 
Chairperson, Judiciary Coamittee 
State .leus.embly 
MaliitSon, 'flie. 

Dear Mr. Barbee: 

2124 Blake ~venue 
-'la.cine, Wie. 53~04 

8 March W?6 

I vieh to register mr &upport for House Bill 269, which I understand 
would legali~e al.l sexual ~cte between consenting adulte a.nd would al.so 
o.tfic:i.ally recognize lllo■osexuaJ. marriage-s-. r hope:- that the observation.e 
below ■AJ' a.ss1et your committee in its deliberations and may help to 
persuade the col!llrittee to recommend "do pa.ea'" on this bil.1. r all writing 
both as a profeseor of p~ychology (at UW:- Eark.side) with professional. 
interest~in the area of sexual behavior, and ae a Iong-ti.Cle melllber of 
the £.cle.rican Civil. Libertie~ Union with a concern to maintain and ex­
tend ciril. liberties. 

One reason for legalizing all sexual acts between consenting adult~ is 
that at prese~t a large majority of American adults engage in sexual ac t s, 
with autual consent, that ar~ subject to criminal pene.ltie~ if our e11ach­
ronistic anti-sexua:.l laws were enforced. For exa11ple, survey studies 
(beginning vi.th that of Kinsey) have repeatedly found that about three­
fourths' (more or less) o! males surveyed have reported engaging in ee%Ual 
intercourse prior to marriage , and about half of femalea surveyed have 
re~orted the same. Similarly, about one-third of adult men report having 
had at least one hoI!!osexual experience to the point o! orgaall, and about 
one-fi~th of adult women report this. About 8% of adult men report having 
been exclusively homoeexu.a1 !or three yea.r5 or more, and about 4~ report 
exclusiTely homosexuality throughtout their adult lives; the percentages 
for women are substantially lower. Again , about 6()% o! college-educated 
married couples report practicing ora1-genitaJ. eexua.l actiTitiee, altaough 
euch acts are subject to criminal penalties by the laVII" etil1 on the book.a 
in many states. Surveys suggest that !roa half to taree-fourtu of adult 
men , and about one-fourth of adult women, who are llarried eng-age in extra­
marital. ■exu.al relations. 

Ia it desirable to retain on our statute books laws which define as cria­
inal.e, subject to severe pene.ltiea , the vast 11ajority of uerica.n adults 
who repeatedly violate those lawa? Does this breed respect for the lav'Z 
Even if the number of violators were small, would it be desirable to 
outlaw and subject to erillina.1 penalties acte which are engaged in by 
=utual eonaent and which bar• noone -- and which, in fact, are reported 
by the participa.nte to increase their satisfaction, well-being, and love 
tor each other? (One might deplore extraaarital sexual beaavior for often 
ma1cing the abeent partner unhappy; but when 110 large a percentage of tke 
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Morrow to Barbee, 8 March 1976 

population engages in such behavior, does it seem wiee to complicate 

marital eontlicte by injecting criminal penaltiee~ 

2 

It is, of course, common knowledge that these anachronietic laws are not 

usua1ly entoroed. le not that good reason to remove them -- by adopting 

House Bill 269 -- rather than retain them ae bases !or discriminatory 

harrassment of s ome individuals and unequal, hence unjuet, application? 

A glaring recent example is the charges of disorderly conduct and lewd 

and lascivious behavior as a basis !or the Wauwatosa police's arresting 

an unmarried couple, Patric~ ~hiele and ~usan Olsen of Milwaukee, !or 

being in a motel room together on the night o! December 25, 1975 at the 

Midway Motor Lodge in Wauwatosa . The Wisconsin Civil Liberties Union 

is participating in this oaae and taking the position that it is a vio­

l a tion of the constitutional right to privacy !or t~e state to interfere 

i.n the private conduct of the lives of adults . 

A.. few additional comments regarding the positiva values of House Bill 

269 in legalizing homosexual. acts between consenting adult6 and in recog­

nizing homosexual marriages. To forestall possible speculations on the 

part o! conu:rlttee members , r might note that ram a confirmed hetero­

sexual., enthusiastically married , and view homosexuality as personally 

unappealing; although these point5 are not really relevant to consider­

ation of the issues on their merits . The civil liberties of practicing 

hoaosexuals are regularly violated in this colllltry by police harrassment, 

inconsistently applied . By contrast , in 1968 England legalized any homo­

sexual act performed discreetly betwen consenting adults -- with no dis­

cernible subsequent ill effects suf!ered by the British public. The 

myths that homosexuals are emotionally disturbed, dangerous or criminal 

have no ba.sis in fact. The Kinsey investigators, after studying homo­

sexuals, concluded, "They do not damage society; they merely do not tit 

into it,rr i.e. into the prevailing customs and standards regarding priv­

ate seruaJ. behavior. Carefully controlled research comparing hoaoeexuale 

with heterosexuals has revealed no significant differences in personality, 

"normality" or adjustment. As conservative a body as the American Psy­

chiatric Association was finally persuaded several years ago to remove 

from its diagnostic manual the claesification of homosexual behavior a.a 

such as a psychiatric disorder -- thus removing its official support tor 

discriminatory treatment of homosexuals. i panel of experts sponeoried 

by the National Institutes o! Mental Health, after completing an extensive 

investigation of homosexuality, issued a report in i969 which recolllllended 

that the United States follow the example of ~ngland in legalizing priTate 

homosexual aots- between consenting adults-. House Bill 269, in accomplish­

ing this end and in recognizing homosexual marriages , would correct pres­

ent injusticee and discriminatory treatment -- and would hopefully end 

the wasteful uee of taxpayers' money to pay for police harrusment ot 

homosexuals. 

cc: Wisconsin Civil Liberties Union 
Milwaukee Gay Peoples Union 

Kenoeha-Raoine Civil Libertiea Union 

Sil::j~~ 

Williaa i. Korrov 

H.W. MacDonald
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'ti.ss Corinne L. :Vandor ?-tculen 
Route l 
Krakow, ,-~isconain 54137 

Doil.r J lizs \tander P.'eu1en: 

March 15, 1976 

T-ha.1'\k you for your recent lotter pertaining to my bill 

which would consider 14 ~car-old individuals to be legal edulte. 

I am enclosing a copy of t~is bill. You will note that the 

an~lysis S'UJ!l!:>arizes vhat the bill will do if enacted ip.to law. 

?he Ji$eiihood of this bill passing is very rE!Ii!ote. '!'he 

effects on our economy, schools. eroploym~qt and our socictv 
as a whole are speculative. 

~y view is that for people who have reached puberty respons­
ibility is best achieved when suoh persons are qiven the right to 

sign contracts and fully participate in decisions which affect 
their lives. For too long society in the United States has over­

babied and coddled infants, children and young acults. Thie: re­

tardation of maturity becomes chronic, if it is not aiscontinued. 

Since most persons 14 years or older have the means and the 

ability to propogate, think and act constructively, they should 

not be legally restricted by parents or the state unless it is 
t:heir wish. 

LAB:rs 
ENC. 

Very truly yours, 

LLOYD A. BAIU3EE 
State Representative 

H.W. MacDonald
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Representative Lloyd A. Barbee 
152 W. Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203 

Dear Representative Barbee; 

Route /11 
Krakow, Wieconein 54137 
February 1 , 1976 

I am a 15 yea.l'-old reporter :for the '1Pulaeki Newe" of Pulaeki, 
Wisconsin . An aesignment was given to me to write an editorial 
on your moat recent bill (introduced the week of December 13) 
that, if passed, would consider 14 year-old people legal adulte. 

Pleaee send me some information concerning this bill. I 
would like to know what priviledgee would be gained by people 
of the ages concerned, and now the paesing of this bill 
would effect our economy, schools, employment, and our eociety 
as a whole. Aleo I would be very interested in knowing your 
personal ~eelings about the passing of this bill, it's chancee 
of b eing passed, and your particular r~asone for thinking 
a person of 14 could fully accept the reeponsibilitiee of 
an adult. 

Any infomation you send, including your pereonal viewe, w1i1 
be a great help to me in writing my article. 

Thank-yon. 

&°,;;:Ji~J[~ 
Corinne L. VanderMeulen 

H.W. MacDonald
one asset



__......---LLOYD A. BARilEE 

Capitol Offo:~ Addt-e.$5: 
Room 329 \\"('st 

Mndison, W l~consin ;i370!! 
Telephone: ( GOS) ::!G0..3787 

REPRESENTATIVE 
18th D11h ict 

CHAIRMAN: 
Ccnnni.itl ,:e on JIUJ.ir10TJI 

MEMBER: 
Milw:1ukct- Of.flee Add1~ss: 

152 West Wisconsin Av~nue 
Milwnukce, W isconsin 53203 
Telephone: (-lU) !!iS-5755 

\lt§,~QNS1~j ~EGISl.!ATU,IJ~ 
~,1;('•1.eJ!)? <;.tt_A~J?.E.fil. 

Committee 011 Tra-naportation 
Judicial Council 
Council on Criminal Juatu:e 

Ms. Linda K. Petersen 
115 North Dallas Street 
River Falls, WI 54022 

Dear Ms. Petersen: 

MAO I SON 
53702 

Aprill, 1976 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
March 25, 1976. 

I recommend that you live and let live; love 
and let love. 

Freedom and justice are constant struggles. 

LAB:rs 

CC: David Clarenbach 
State Representative 

Very truly yours, 

LLOYD A. BARBEE 
State Representative 

H.W. MacDonald
one asset



..,._..---~LOYD A. BARBEE cvSI y5y' 

Capitol Office Address: 
Room 329 West 

Madison, Wisconsin 5370:? 
Telephone: (608) 266--3787 

-----
REPRESE~T ATIVE 

18th D11tlict 

CHAIRMAN: 
Co-mmittte on Jauliciarv 

MEMBER: 
Milwaukee Office Address: 

152 West Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203 
TelepboDe: (414) 273-5755 

\ll~QN5-mJ ~~1S.IJ.A1:UB.§ 
~Jllr1l!&'Yl Qt.~ 

Committe, on Tra'MP"rta.ti.on. 
Jtulicial Council 
Couuil on Crimi,ca,l Ju•tie, 

Ms. Linda R. Petersen 
115 North Dallas Street 
River Falls, WI 54022 

Dear Ms. Petersen: 

MAO I SON 
53702 

Aprill, 1976 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
March 25, 1976. 

I recommend that you live and let live; love 
and let love. 

Freedom and justice are constant struggles. 

Very truly yours, 

LAB:rs 
LLOYD A. BARBEE 
State Representative 

CC: David Clarenbach 
State Representative 

Tlua II 100-r. Rec)Cled "-' 

H.W. MacDonald
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Assembly Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Gentlemen: 

115 N. Dallas St. 
River Falls, Wisconsin 54022 
March 25, 1976 

Enclosed is a copy of a news item from the ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS, 

Tuesday, March~ 1976 containing information about a bill co-authored by 

Reps. Uoyd Barbee-Milw. and David Clarenbach-Madison. This bill greatly 

disturbs me. My own religious faith cannot allow me to be silent 

about the subject in question. I feel it is my right and duty to make 

my feel.ings on the matter known to the committee as I feel I represent 

a great number of citizens who would take the same stand but are not 

aware that there is such a bill being considered or for some other 

r0ason are unable to express their feelings to you. 

Since the time I read this article I have become aware of some of 

the other items that this bill contains. I find it impossible to 

comprehend the damage that passage of a bill condoning homosexuality 

and incest, to site only two examples, could do to the people of our 

state. These things are morally and scripturelly wrong and repeal of 

civil laws concerning these practices serve to set examples to our 

young people that they are not wrong. This is to say nothing of the 

damage done to individuals who become victims under these practices. 

Instead of seeking to repeal valid laws I feel we should be more 

concerned with setting up helping situations for these people. 

One of the most disturving points of the bill reported is the lowering 

of the age of concent to 14 years. It is a rare instance, indeed, when 

a 14 year old mind is capable of making a rational adult decision. 

Forcing decisions of this type on the capabilities of the young mind 

could serve to scar that mind for an entire lifetime. The child of 14 

is still in the learning stages of life and placing pressure of this 

type on them seems a cruel turn of political buck-passing and yielding 

to pressure exerted by a minority of people needing help rather than 

license. 

I am not one to trample the already down-trodden soul but I think 

government at all levels has become too conscious of pleasing minorities 

for "pleasing's" salc.e and the desire to "look good". Win votes by 

jumping on the "Minority Bandwagon" without seriously considering and 

acting with the responsibility entrusted to them -- this seems a political 

norm these days. Communisum vowed some 20 or more years ago to win in 

the "Free World" not with guns and war but with distruction of moral 

values in the 1970's. Whether we like it or not, gentlemen, we are in 

a mQrql wai and our liyes are at stake. 

H.W. MacDonald
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I s~eak as a concerned private citizen but I also speak with a background 

of deal~ng for 8 years with young ladies who fall in the 12-20 year age 

bracket• I am now the Guardian· of Bethel 65 International Order of Job's 

Daughters, a Masoni c youth organization. I~ the former Secretary-Treasurer 

and P~sident of the Job's Daughters Jamboree, Inc. and organization 

arranging for an annual retreat of some 1,400 statewide Job's Daughters. I 

am presently serving the state Job's Daughters as the Grand Guide (an elected 

position) and in 1977 I will hold the position of Grand Guardian of the State 

of l\':i.scons:i.n. 

I am the former Secretary of Ezekiel Lutheran Church in Ri. ver Falls and 

have served that congregation 1s council for 3 years. I ahve t~ght Sunday 

School and Vacation' Church School, worked w:i. th the Acolytes (both boys and 

girls) and the church nursery. My husband and I are also former leaders of 

· the Luther League. 

My husband and I are involved in local groups to help the chemically 

dependent person ,mere all too often we have seen the tragic consequences of 

a yo~g mind attempting to make an adult decision. 

I in no way represent the organizations mention above at this time, 

however, I state my work with them as qualifications for a knowledgeable 

opinion. I do speak and a Christian and a mother and I plead with you not 

to sacrifice my children for politica~ gain. 

LKP enc. 
et,. R.eps. &.roee. 

Q,/a.ren b11.d, 
£0... ,-.J 'I 

In Christ, 

~ J~Y.ul-a:~~ 
Linda K. Petersen 

H.W. MacDonald
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Clergymen, others press 
for homosexua Is' rights 
From \\'Ire Services 

MADISON, Wis. - Clergymen 
and spokesmen for the gay com­
m uruty joined Monday in urging n 
repeal of laws against certain sex­
ual acts between consenting 
adults. 

The) lold the Assembly Judiciary 
CommiUee they favor a provision 
lo lhe btll wluch would allow mar­
riagt's bel\\·een per;;ons of the 
same sex. 

"Homosexuals oo less than het­
erosexuals are per&ons of sacred 
worth." said the Rev. I I M Tal­
cott or the United Methodist 
Church of Madh:on. "When the 
rights of the minority a re jeopard• 
Jzed, the r ights of all are in jeop• 
ardJ" • 

·-•11omosetuat ~ :taUlJn.iif'1 oL,. 
iflernaelves 01> sin, ' bs 11afd. 

The Rev. Gerard Knoche, pastor 
of the Lutheran Center on the tJnl• 
v e r s i l y of Wlsconsin-Madiaon 
campus, said present stat& law, 

against sexual acts between con­
senting adults "are unjust and 
ought lo be repealed." 

Also testifying for the bill were 
Karla Doblnsld of Madison, repre­
senting the OW Gay Law Stu­
dents, and Harvey Darwcll, repre­
senting the MadJson Commmee 
for Gay Right~. 

Miss Dobrnski said the laws dis­
crimJnate agwnst gay people m 
many ways. including the Income 
tax. inheritance tax and the right 
not lo testify against one's mate. 

"Lovers who have shared evcry­
thrng lor many years nsk losing 
everything" un~er current Inherit­
ance laws. she said, notingthat a 
husband or wife now receive3 a. 
$50,000 exesnption In estates. 

Darwen said there are about 20 
million male and female homosex­
uals and that prtl6ent laws cause 
many of them "deep emotional • 
anguish'' and can be the basis for 

"blackmail and shakedowns." ~ 
"Laws regulating sexual CQDa' 

duct between consenting aduli4 
are not obeyed and cannot be ._. 
forced," Darwtll said. 

The bill drew little opposition at 
the hearing. 

The measure. authored by Dem­
ocratic Reps. Lloyd Barbee of.Mil­
waulcee and Da:vid Clarenbub of 
Madison, also would rec!w9 Ult 
age of consent from 18 to 14. 

Mrs. Willfam Hiltz. Mlddleloo, 
who runs a young glrls' proJt&lD 
for the Masons, was afalnsl'~ 
plni the age of consent. Sba.sald 
14-year-olds were at the 1~ 
stqe, not al the age al a nuijir9 

mind. A 
The cbmQl4tee did 

the bill 1'r6nday. ~ . ~ 

,M• .. ••••••••-..••••·••~··~'11\ .. ~ 
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JAMES P. MOODY 
State Representative 
25th Assembly District 

Office: 
108 North 
State Capitol 
Madison, WI 53702 
608/266-8594 

April 22, 1977 

Dear Friend: 

'\\\, 

ft 

)Jl!fill- -.., -
'~i~fj}~;:~~f@Tuµ,,,~. 
_!' - -

W~JJMll DEGJ~.Jj~ 
M~ 

MADISON 
53702 

STEPHEN R. LEOPOLD 
State Representative 
20th Assembly District 

Office: 
113 South 
State Capitol 
Madison, WI 53702 
608/266-2512 

We want to report to you that on Tuesday, April 19th, the Judiciary Co1m1ittee 
of the Assembly voted 8-5 in favor of the sexual privacy bill, Assembly Bill 
323. This bill would essentially decriminalize sex between consenting adults 
in private. (Previous to its 8-5 vote, the Judiciary Conmittee adopted an 
amendment to the bill which insured that minors would be unaffected by the 
bill's provisions and defined the term "in public".) 

As the bill stands now, it is a very reasonable piece of legislation. Sexual 
acts in public and sexual acts involving minors continue to be illegal. While 
some have claimed that this bill is designed to provide protection for Wisconsin's 
homosexuals, in fact the bill guarantees sexual privacy for all Wisconsin adults. 
It decriminalizes normal sexual conduct between man and wife:-much of ~hich i s 
in fact illegal under current Wisconsin statutes. 

Assembly Bill 323 has been scheduled for floor debate on Tuesday, May 3rd. It 
will probably be a very close vote with most of the resistance coming from 
suburban and rural legislators around the state. If you know or have friends 
who know, or are represented by, suburban legislators, please be sure that those 
legislators receive letters in support of this bill at least several days before 
May 3rd. Your efforts could mean the difference between defeat and passage of 
this bill. 

Thank you again for your efforts to date and for your continued support of this 
bill to provide sexual privacy and dignity to all Wisconsin adults. 

Regards, 

~ 
JAMES P. MOODY 
State Representative 

JPM/SRL:new 

dl;~ 
AL"a{ .W. HESS STEPHEN R. LEOPOLD 

State Representative 

H.W. MacDonald
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